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	               Rootes of the Pacific Northwest


From the President

Our December meeting was the annual Christmas party hosted by Max & Kathryn Pahmeier. As usual the food was excellent and Max had his traditional spiked eggnog available for consumption to take the edge off a winter afternoon. Many thanks to Max and Kathryn for once again hosting, I know I have been to their homes numerous times for this event. Anita and I had to leave early but we understand the gift exchange saw a wide range of interesting items trading hands.
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We had a short meeting and discussed the upcoming calendar of events which are listed elsewhere in this issue. We still need an event for the March 10th meeting. If anyone has an idea or if they would like to host this, please 
contact Larry or Eileen Ingersoll; our activity chairpersons.
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The January meeting was held at Griot’s Garage (www.griotsgarage.com) where Brandon and Sam put on a tech session on the proper steps and products to use in detailing your car. For a subject, Dick Sanders provided his Alpine with a factory hard top still shod in its original paint. A portion of the top was the demonstration area and I think we all were skeptical when we saw two electric polishers; couldn’t these burn through original single-
stage paint? They assured us their variable speed random orbital polishers would not burn through any type of paint and they proceeded to prove their claim. The session continued for nearly an hour and a half with many members asking pertinent questions that were always thoroughly answered by the two demonstrators. 
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We were shown how to begin with Speed Shine and Clay Bar to remove any contaminants, followed by machine polishing with different abrasive types and finally applying either their Best of Show wax or their new Premium Carnauba Wax. They also demonstrated the use of their Wheel Cleaner that is safe on painted or coated wheels. In turn they applied Metal Polish that can be used on chrome, polished aluminum or stainless steel.
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If you haven’t made the trip to Griot’s flagship store in Tacoma, it is well worth the trip. The premises are immaculate and the showroom is stocked with virtually all of their products. In addition on display are approximately ten vehicles that range in years, make and type: race cars, vintage cars, modern exotics, etc.
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After the session we had a brief general meeting where we discussed our upcoming events including future meetings to see the new LeMay Museum, attend the All British Field Meet, and participate in the Ponies in the Sun car show in Yakima to name just a few. We are looking for a tech savvy person who can either help with or point us in the right direction on creating a compilation all of our historical club information. We have many photos, old newsletters, etc. that we would like to get into some kind of digital form that we can store and have available to all club members at any time. Our historian, Brett Simpson, has collected all of these albums and can provide them for this request. In addition Mike Clark and Kathryn Fitzgerald, our newsletter editors, are working to get our website working to upload current info for our membership and welcome any assistance. Any help or direction anyone can provide in these areas would be much appreciated.

During our E Board meeting after the general meeting we approved moving forward with Sunbeam Northwest. The dates are Friday, Saturday, Sunday, August 24, 25, 26. The host hotel this year will be the Red Lion Hotel Olympia. This hotel was previously known as the Westwater and was the site of Sunbeam Northwest 1 and 3 back in 1981 and 1983 respectively. I have been told by some of those who attended these that they were in search of the “Artisans” who produced the iconic Olympia Beer. They never found any of these elusive craftspeople but they did sample enough of the brew to find out that it indeed was, “the water and a lot more” that went into the production of this now made out of state brand. I am sure we all don’t sample as many icy cold delicious beverages as we used to but we still will have fun hashing old times, meeting new people, driving our cars and sampling some form of libation for old times’ sake. Kevin Jewell has made arrangements for our return to the Shelton Airport for the autocross. This facility is used extensively for auto crossing and many participants commented that is was a fun and fast course to drive last year. We hope to see you all there. We will have registration information coming out soon so watch your email and snail mail box for further details.

Keep your wheels moving, Dunn for now!
_________________________________
Laps from the Past
Jan, 1993:  Newsletter cover reprints Rootes advertisement featuring the winning SCCA FP Sunbeam Alpine, with street versions priced from only $2399.  Ad copy says “suave sports car doesn’t have to slow-or expensive”.  Picture from the Fall Finale vintage races shows the Tigers of Brian Doan, Jim Leach and Wes Stinson in a pack rounding Turn 8.  Rodger Flescher also competed, but he was not in the photo.  
Feb, 1996:  Must be the era of advertisement reprints.  Front cover features the Rootes’ copy extolling the “World’s fastest sports car priced under $3600”. Are you old enough to remember reading Tom McCahill in Mechanix Illustrated Magazine?  Tom always lauded any vehicle that could do 0-60 under 10 seconds.  The Tiger ad showed the deed accomplished in 9.2 seconds.  Remember that it was a different era of automobiles; today’s mini-van is faster than was the stock Tiger.  

Feb, 1997:  The latest issue of STOA’s Tiger Tracks has a complete list of all the Tigers that have been certified by the TAC program thru Dec 1996.  A quick review of the listing indicates that Brian Faerge was the first PTC member to have their car TAC’d with certificate #00098.  Jim Leach was close behind at #100.  Then PTC dominates the list up thru about #00124.  If you have a certificate lower than #00098, my apologies for my error.  

Jan/Feb, 2001:  Club meeting is held in Budd Bennion’s garage.  Featured in the issue is the upcoming March meeting where Tiger GT-2 racer and Solo II champion Barry Schoenberger will speak to the members during his visit to Seattle.  Also featured is 1956 HRG Twin Cam Roadster spotted at the Portland ABFM which featured a “suitably modified” Singer engine.

Jan/Feb, 2004:  Max Pahmeier submits an article bringing us up to date on the upcoming SUNI IV event in Park City, Utah.  Featured is a page of photos from the annual holiday party, hosted in Dec by Ed and Dawn Wright.  

Do you notice that the last two listings show newsletters with dual months, going back at least 10 years?  The newsletter editor’s job is to edit and publish the newsletter, NOT to write all the copy.  So, if there are not enough submittals, there simply won’t be a newsletter in any particular month.  Generally, we have a harder time with newsletter submittals during the winter, so the help of all the club members is welcome in submitting enough information to publish a newsletter.  

Thanks: Kevin Jewell
______________________________________
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Are you buying, selling or trading? Email us at Tiger2@telus.net
2011 EVENTS CALENDAR
Official PTC activities are printed in red.  We have listed other possible activities of which you might want to participate.  Call a couple of friends and try something new. 
Feb 11, 2012
Dave & Anita Dunn storage- 


tech session 1 37th St, unit D 


Auburn, WA

General meeting: 12:00 Noon

E Board meeting:  10:00 AM

Mar 10, 2012
-Suggested ideas: Jim Greens Speed Shop, tour of Britt Sport or tour of a car collection.

April 14, 2012
- Budd Bennion’s home shop-tech session - Seattle
April 21, 2012 – Tulip Rallye

May 12, 2012
- Tour of War birds Museum – Everett
May 19, 2012 – ABFM VanDusen Gardens, Vancouver, BC
June 9, 2012
- Tour of LeMay Car Museum – Tacoma

July 28, 2012 - All British Field Meet (it will be 

our monthly meeting) Bellevue 

College

Aug 25,26,27 - Sunbeam Northwest Olympia, 

WA

Sept 15,16, 2012 - Overnight tour to Yakima- Ponies in the Sun Car Show on Sunday

Oct 13, 2012
- AGM- Front Street old gas station- Issaquah
If you know of other events we should be listing, please contact our activity chairs, Larry & Eileen Ingersoll.  
Eastside TAC Event

When I chose to attend Sunbeam Northwest 2011, the desire was to meet with fellow Rootes Group car owners, view their prestigious carriages and share my LeMans.  Upon reflection I find the effort spent to attend provided many short term and long term benefits.  

One noteworthy benefit was when I asked Larry Atkisson and Dave Dunn about having a TAC done on my Tiger.  They were both very inviting and suggested that having a TAC event on the Eastside of Washington State would be enhanced if we could have 4 or 5 Tigers needing a TAC.  Great suggestion that would be easy to implement.  But, while I was driving home from the Sunbeam Northwest event I wondered what exactly does TAC mean.  Accessing the internet while driving doesn’t fit my style and so I relied on the classic word game of trying to figure out what exactly does the acronym TAC stand for.  As I share the developments and eventual happenings of the Eastside TAC event the reader may note the bold lettered T, A, and C words as some of my selections during the drive home. 

It was simple to put an ad on Craigslist, make contact with a couple Tiger owners I knew and with Larry having contact from a Canadian Tiger owner we gathered seven Tigers for a grand two days in the Spokane area.  There would be four Tigers examined on Friday, September 30th with all participants coming to my place for a potluck barbecue that evening.  The other Tigers would be done the next day.

As the first arrival appeared from our Canadian contact I thought how Larry Atkisson, Linda Atkisson and Dave Dunn, (the TAC group) would enjoy the makeover on this black beauty from British Columbia.  The TAC group must put significant Time, Attention and Concentration into scrutinizing the Tigers.  The inspection process would clearly require crucial understandings and knowledge of the Tiger development and production process.  Soon a second Tiger arrived and then a third.  The powerful statement made as their engines broke the natural surrounding quite elevated my happiness quotient.  Then I got a call letting me know that the TAC group was done with the first inspection at a neighbors (about 15 minutes down the road) “in restoration” Tiger.

When Dave and his wife Anita arrived with Larry and Linda, we did introductions and showed them to the accommodations my wife Nancy and I were happy to provide. Without too much ado the TAC team got right into the inspections.  It was immediately clear to me that the Team Applied serious Commitment to detail.  As they demonstrated a Tremendous Attitude while Completing each inspection I thought what a grand process established by the Sunbeam Tiger Owners Association (STOA).  As the group went from Tiger to Tiger it appeared that some of the Task was to help Adjust the owner’s Concept of their car.  However, I knew that it was just about Tackling A Cat and deem it to be true.  As the team was inspecting a precious Tiger I overheard a comment about an unusual situation that was not factory.  Yikes, I thought, they might have Touched A Central nerve and almost given the owner a stroke.  Alas, it actually was a very odd, but, explainable variation that was probably missed at the factory.  
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With four TAC inspections done we gathered inside for a wonderful evening of libations, food and car talk.  These three ingredients combined with passionate Tiger people provides for an outcome that can be savored for many days.  

Next day we enjoyed a leisurely morning and then made our way to my shop to look over my Tiger.  While the team again meticulously scanned various details I thought I could expedite the proceedings if they would Take A C-note for the stamp of approval.  Alas, I was met with loud laughter and some gracious comments about a few unique aspects to my Tiger.  Maybe TAC is for sharing the Truth About a Car’s configuration. 
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The TAC team was now ready to do the final two inspections and head back home.  With me leading the way and the adventurous Canadians eagerly following along we arrived at another garage boarding a Tiger.  This Tiger had been rear ended years ago and the entire section was replaced with an Alpine.  This did not take away from qualifying as a true Tiger because it had many indicators of a factory Tiger that kept appearing during the examination.  With the last TAC of a highly personalized Tiger we ended with seven TAC candidates and seven TAC approved Tigers.  Thank you, Larry Atkisson, Linda Atkisson, and Dave Dunn, the Tiger Authentication Committee (TAC) you all did a professional job and you all are appreciated by the Tiger owners from the Eastside.  Now, if I can just figure out if TAC should be used as a verb or a noun.  No matter, 
I’m already looking forward to Sunbeam Northwest 2012.

Thanks: Jerry Logan – Photos by Rod Souder

______________________________________
Tiger Sightings

If you happen to see the Goodwood Festival videos on Speed, pay particular attention to the one race which included Lister Tiger #8.  Each vehicle had to have two drivers for the race, and Chris Beighton was driving as the race started in the light drizzle.  He looped the car in a left hander, just missed being T-boned by a Cobra, and went way out into the grass, but was lucky not to damage the car.  The sky darkens and the race finishes in a downpour with the Lister placing (appropriately) 8th.  

At one point the announcers talked about the 4.7 liter Tiger trying to chase down a 4.7 liter Cobra.  You might remember that the Lister’s originally were powered by 260’s (4.2 liter) with dual four barrel carbs.  These engines were rated at about 275 hp, which doesn’t sound like all that much today.  So either Car #8 has been updated, or the announcers didn’t know the real story.  In this one race, the announcers indicated that there was over $100 million worth of iron running, and one car alone was valued at 14 million quid (about $22 million).  They didn’t mention what the Lister Tiger was worth.  

The latest issue of “Open Road”, the magazine published by the LeMay Museum, once again features a Tiger in one of the articles.  This is a different Tiger and different occupants than we have seen much of lately, in various advertisements, with the silver haired woman with her arms in the air.  This Tiger is a dark blue Mk IA with light brown interior.  The car has the Motorola radio under the dash and sun visor clips on the windshield, although the visors are not present.  The occupants are younger with the passenger sporting a long reddish-brown pony tail.  

Thanks: Kevin

______________________________________
The March 2012 edition, #79, of Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car has a Special Feature titled Sleepers 2012. The Hillman Minx is written up in four paragraphs by Richard Lentinello, with mention of the "two-door station wagon" and convertible versions. The final sentence reads "If you desire an old car that's unique, roomy and well-built, and has an endearing style about it, then a Hillman Minx may be for you."

The series Sunbeam Alpines are also listed among the "16 to buy in 2012". 

There are some additional articles of interest to Rootes people in this edition: A sidebar on Thomas Harrington and Company with a picture of an early Harrington Alpine accompanies the cover article about the Triumph GTR4 Dove, which also had a Harrington top. The Visionaries column for this month is on Louis Coatalen, who built Sunbeam's renown as a sporting automobile and was behind the Land Speed Record cars such as the 1000hp 200mph Segrave car and the Silver Bullet driven by Kaye Don.
Thanks: Budd Bennion

______________________________________
PTC Newsletter: by E-Mail?
Do you wish you got your newsletter earlier?  Well, we can solve that very easily.  If you are willing to receive your newsletter via email, we can probably save at least a week in the time it takes for you to get the newsletter.  That week is what it takes us to print the newsletter, collate, and mail.  Sound good?  Simply confirm with our newsletter editors your current email address to: (tiger2@telus.net).  Not only will you get the info earlier, but you will help the club control our costs.  
We need your help!  If you know of any Sunbeam Events, please contact your Activities Co-coordinator and we’ll get it in the newsletter.
Want to avoid mail delays? Receive your next issue of the PTC Newsletter emailed to you on-line. Contact us at Tiger2@telus.net with your email address
We want to hear your great stories! Do you have a great story to share? Send us the details with your photos. Let us know!
DO WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT ADDRESS AND EMAIL?  HELP US KEEP OUR RECORDS UP TO DATE AND SEND YOUR CHANGES TO BUDD OR THE EDITOR.
Profile your car!

We would like to have a profile of your car, even if everyone knows who you are. Please email your profile to Mike & Kathryn.  New to the PTC, Let us know the details, as we would like to do a feature article on your car!
Want to avoid mail delays? Receive your next issue of the PTC Newsletter emailed to you on-line. Contact us at Tiger2@telus.net with your email address
The More Things Change, The More They Stay The Same

A recent Audi advertisement caught my eye.  The lead in to the advertisement states:

“The yellow light was invented in 1920.  Almost one hundred years later, 85% of drivers have no idea what to do when they see one.”

Doesn’t that seem true?
Kevin

We want to hear your great stories! Do you have a great story to share? Send us the details with your photos. Let us know!
Renewing your membership?
Members are asked to please send all membership correspondence to Budd at:  14720 30th NE, Seattle, WA. 98155 (206)364-8478 or via email: budd.bennion@comcast.net.
Annual Membership fee $32.00 US/35.00 for foreign members.
Canadian Funds Payment to PTC
We ask each Canadian member to calculate the current exchange rate into US funds. Example: dues today $35.00USD=38.50 CAD (based on 10% exchange rate)
Make payment payable to Pacific Tiger Club and we will process via our bank. Exchange rates are constantly changing.  For assistance you may use the following website: http://www.xe.com
______________________________________
Follow this link and tell me you’ve seen an uglier Alpine…I dare ya’

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/DISNEY-1966-SUNBEAM-ALPINE-/120812049240?pt=Automobiles_UK&hash=item1c20f59358
Steve McQueen’s LeMans suit fetches nearly a million:
Click here: Steve McQueen's Le Mans suit fetches nearly $1M, BTTF DeLorean $541k
Thanks: Jim

______________________________________

New Sunbeam Tiger die cast model being made – follow the link

http://www.automodello.com/sunbeamtiger.htm
______________________________________
World’s tiniest V12 engine:

http://www.wimp.com/tiniestengine/
Thanks: Kevin
TECH TIP
Coker Tire Tip

Tire care tip: Long-term car storage
In an ideal world, a vehicle in storage for more than six months should be placed on blocks or jack stands to remove the weight of the vehicle from the tires. If it’s not possible to place the vehicle on blocks or jack stands, there are a few steps you can follow to help protect your tires:

· Don’t store the vehicle near electric motors or other ozone-generating sources

· Inflate tires to recommended operating pressure. (Do not exceed the rim manufacturer’s inflation capacity)

· If the storage surface is concrete, drive the vehicle on carpet squares or wood blocks

· If your storage area is not heated, avoid moving the vehicle during extremely cold weather

· Move the vehicle at least every three months to prevent ozone cracking in the tire bulge area, as well as “flat-spotting” from the prolonged strain of sidewall and tread deflection

· Adjust inflation before putting the vehicle back into service
Thanks: Bob Bennion
Vintage Racing
2011 SOVREN EVENT CALENDAR
All vintage events sponsored by SOVREN. More info for these and other NW vintage events can be found at: http://www.sovren.org/
FOR SALE:
1. 1966 Sunbeam Alpine S-V
 

I purchased this darling car in May, 2006 from the original owner; the car is road-worthy and just had a complete overhaul of the  Stromberg Carburetors and the brake system including an upgraded Brake Servo unit.  The car is  the  original color of 39-Carnival Red; the car was repainted (the original color) in the mid-1980's by the original owner.   The body is straight, the previous owner's wife put a few dings in the right rear quarter panel and bent the bumper (see photos).  The VIN matches the chassis.  I had a custom header put on the car in 2008 because the original exhaust manifold was badly cracked.  Everything else on the car is stock equipment.  It does not have overdrive; the engine is in good shape with good compression; most of the peripherals have been upgraded since I bought the car (distributor, coil, fuel lines, starter, 5-blade fan,  new clutch hydraulics).  The car would benefit from upgraded seats and interior work.  I have lots of extras that I will include with the car (Tonneau cover, original manuals, some parts for the interior restoration,  an extra set of SU carbs,  and other minor items including (2) Chrome headlight rims).     

I am asking $6500, but will consider all reasonable offers from truly interested buyers. I would like to sell the car before I have to store it for another winter season. 

Please contact Donna Rudiger at donna.beamer66@gmail.com
360-770-5756
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2. 
Hardtop - It is complete but for the quarter windows [originals are in place - opaque].   The clips and hinges need to be chromed.  In 2009 it was repainted and new rear window installed plus all the related new rubber from Sunbeam Specialties and the uninstalled new [white] headliner.

Price:  $2500.00 - Rob Carpenter

3. 
71-73 HILLMAN/SUNBEAM AVENGER, PLYMOUTH CRICKET PARTS - Shop manual set.  Mostly new: ext. front lens, estate left tail, Hoses brake kits, eng. gasket set, ex. twin down pipe, wheels, eng. head. 

LATE 60's ARROW/HUNTER SEDAN,ALPINE COUPES (baby barracuda) New frt.&rear ext. lamp assy.&/or lens, speedo cluster. Used frt. & rear axle assy. / eng. / trans. / wheels,

etc. 

CALL AS I HAVE DISSASSEMBLED A COUPLE OF WRECKED 1969 SUNBEAM ALPINE COUPES and ALPINE ROADSTER.

503-351-3618

Richard   cricket-73@comcast.net
4. 
1967 - Sunbeam Alpine
Soft top, original hard top and cover. 

98% Original.  Price:  $ 5,000.00

Mike Seek 236 W Second St. Tonasket, WA.    98855 Phone: (509) 486-1301

Email To:   lou6453@yahoo.com
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5. 
1965 Sunbeam Tiger for Sale, the real deal, $27,000.00 OBO, please call, 425-271-2459 for questions or pictures.

6.
Factory Hardtop: Sunbeam Alpine III-V or Tiger. Complete with new soft components from Sunbeam Specialties.  Quarter windows are original and should be replaced. No rust. Clips and hinges should be chromed. It is freshly repainted black.  The new rear window is installed. Needs installation of headliner [new included]. Located in Central California until August 25-26 then bringing it to Seattle. Will deliver between Fresno and Seattle with advance full payment… $2,500.Rob Carpenter rootesalpine@gmail.com 360-697-3764
7.
1964 Series IV Sunbeam Alpine. Last licensed in 1982, garaged continuously since.  Excellent restoration candidate.  Less than 1000 miles on 1592cc engine completely rebuilt in 1981, Weber conversion also completed in 1981.  While there is rocker panel rust, this is a desert car (Pocatello, Idaho) and the chassis looks much more rust free from below than all other Alpines examined.  Car is virtually complete and assembled, but has not been started in over a decade.  I am the second owner.  This was my first car, purchased in 1976.  $2500 O.B.O. near Carnation, WA.  I’m hoping to find someone who wants to undertake the complete restoration that I always intended.  

Buell Ish buell@vectrafitness.com 
8.
1965 Sunbeam Tiger for Sale, the real deal, $27,000.00 OBO, please call, 425-271-2459 for questions or pictures.

Paul Mason

WANTED
1. I am looking for a Tiger to buy.  I would prefer a good driver with the thought of restoring it in the future.  I would also consider a relatively rust free car that is in need of restoration. If you happen to know anyone that would want to trade a Tiger for a Series I E-Type coupe that is rust free but in need of restoration, I would consider that as well.

Don Joy

Yakima, WA


britcar1@msn.com
2. “Looking for Sunbeam Alpine/Tiger hardtop for a Tiger Mark 1a. 
 
Please call Josie at 250 613-0065.”

______________________________________
I know some of you may find these a bit too close to home:
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DATING AGENCY

" It says here that you'd prefer someone with
regular bowel movements..Does it matter if
they're involuntary ? "
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Some people 
Try to turn back their odometers. 
Not me! 
I want people to know 'why' 
I look this way. 
I've traveled a long way 
And some of the roads weren't paved. 
REGALIA
Hats, Hats, Hats… We got ‘em! $15.00 +2.50 for shipping, all have the "Pacific Tiger Club" Logo on the front, some have Tiger or Alpine on the side and some have no added logo on the side.  Make all forms of payment to "Pacific Tiger Club" and mail to Budd Bennion, 14720 30th Ave NE, Seattle WA 98155-7512.
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Save postage by picking up regalia at club meeting 

Fleece jackets $30 + postage $4
Polo shirts- Lady's = $20 + postage $3 
Men’s = $15 + postage $3
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